RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
Christian in politics. Edward Wood exchanged the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries for Viceregal
Lodge.
For Baldwin's liberal purpose the selection was one
of his more masterly strokes. Although it may have
been a sort of snobbery which made him give Lord
Irwin, as Wood now became, the whole of his confi-
dence, Irwin was himself neither small enough nor
imaginative enough to be a snob. I do not believe that
thoughts of racial differences or class distinctions ever
enter his mind for a moment. He treats everyone as an
equal with a naturalness more thorough than I have
known in anyone else. There is no forced descent
from some lonely eminence, no condescension to men
of low estate, no hearty greeting with a noisy laugh or
fondling embrace, Halifax has exalted ordinariness;
he is the living recipient of every beatitude. He is
meek without cringing. His hunger after righteousness
is plain to see upon his face. He is ready to show
mercy to those rulers who least deserve it. It would
be a blasphemy to charge him with a trace of im-
purity. And if he could find the way and could have
his way, he would make peace. He is a real child
of God.
He is good simply because it does not occur to him
to be anything else. But as you talk to him you are
not weighed down by any awareness of being in the
presence of someone who is both great and good.
Who could feel ill at ease when talking to someone
who is, like some large boy, rather uncertain of the
pronunciation of the English "R"? He is capable
of saying "I have always wegarded Neville as a vewy
stwaight fellah," You look into large eyes set in a
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